Texas Historical Commission
German Heritagel our
January 10, 2018

Saengerfest (statewide singing contest), Austin 1889

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real stories



Texas Historical Commission
German Heritage Walking Tour
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Stop 1: Gone from Austin: Lost German Heritagies
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(now north Capitol grounds)

BRAZOS

Deutsche Evangelische Lutherische St. Martin’s Kirche on
FEast Peach Street, built in 1884

St. Martin'’s Ev. Lutheran Church at 14th Street and [angrs Avenue
Ly mMppyZ {dd al NIAyQa NBOSAOSR ySsa FTNRY G(KS ¢SELI
from its location on 1% Street and Congress Avenue due to the proposed Capitol complex expansion.




Stop 2: Old General Land Office Building, East 11th and Brazos

This threestory Normanstyle building, constructed in 1856 as designed by German architét
ConradStremme, who was educated Berlinand was a member of the Royal Hannoverian Commission
on Public Buildings. Stremme taught architecture at the University of Dorgdartu, Russia, published

a book on architecture in 184andreceived the title of nol@dman from Czar Nicholas I. Stremme also
designed the 1857 main building of the Austin State Hospital (still standing).

William Sydney Porter (®lenry) worked as a draftsman in the General Land Office. The building was
used as the opening and setting fame of his short stories, "Bexar Scrip No. 2692":

Whenever you visit Austin you should by all means go to see the General Land Office.

As you pass up the avenue you turn sharp round the corner of the court hadsen a steep hill
before youyou see a mediaeval castle.

You think of the Rhine; the "castled crag of Drachenfels"; the Lorelei; and thedadrsdopes of
Germany. And German it is in every line of its architecture and design.

The plan was drawn by an old draftsman from the "Vared," whose heart still loved the scenes of
his native land, and it is said he reproduced the design of a certain castle near his birthplace with
remarkable fidelity.

Under the present administration a new coat of paint has vulgarized its ancient aechisénwalls.
Modern tiles have replaced the limestone slabs of its floors, worn in hollows by the tread of
thousands of feet, and smart and gaudy fixtures have usurped the place of thevdime
furniture that has been consecrated by the touch of hands Tiexas will never cease to honor.

But even now, when you enter the building, you lower your voice, and time turns backward for you,
for the atmosphere which you breathe is cold with the exudations of buried generations.

The building is stone with a coadj of concrete; the walls are immensely thick; it is cold in the
summer and warm in the winter; it is isolated and somber; standing apart from the other state
buildings, sullen and decaying, brooding on the past.

Twenty years ago it was much the same aw;nwenty years from now the garish newness will be
worn off and it will return to its appearance of gloomy decadence.

Along with the Governor's Mansi@and CarringtorCovert Housgthe General Lan@ffice is one of the
oldest buildings in the Capitol @plex. It once housed the state of Texas' deeds, patents, maps and
other records. Today it serves as the Capitol Complex Visitor's Center and giftsbedmand Office
Buildng is aRecorded Texas Historic Landmark and City of Austin landmark and is listed in the National
Register.



Stop3: The German Free School, 507 East 10th Street

same op e ; .

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Grerman 3 ree
School Association of the city of Austin, taken up and bill
ordered to be engrossed, rule suspended, read third time and

passed by a two-third vote.
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c. 1980

Education was a primary concern for the new German immigrants who arrived in Texas in the 1840s and
1850s. Although Texas did not have a systeffineaf public education at that time, it did offer subsidies

for students attending private tuition schools who could not pay. The Geffiexans organized a

number of schools under this system, paying for teachers and buildings with a combination of state
funds, donations and tuitiorin September 1857, the Germdrexans in Austin held a public meeting to
establish a German school for the city. Civil engineer Wilhelm von Rosenberg donated land at this site
for the school. Within a month, Germdlrexan volunters began construction of the school building. The
first school in Austin chartered by the Texas Legislature, the German Free School Association opened in
1858 with August Weilbacher and Julius Schutze as its first teadter4.857 building with rammed

earth outer walls contained two classrooms and a basement. About 1872,-atomp limestone section

was added to provide four additional classrooms. Julius Schutze returned to teach in 1880 and moved
his family into the schoolhouse. They continued to livéhe building after the school closed in 1881

with the advent of Austin's publickool system. Schutzmiblished theTexas Vorwaertaewspaper

here for a time and eventually gained title to the propeitelly Stevens, an Austin artist, purchased the
building in 1948 and lived there until his death in 1991. The building was deeded to the German Texas
Heritage Society at that tim&he German Free Sabids a City of Austin landmark and an RTHL.



Stop 4: Bickler School sitel1" Street between Sabine ahEast Avenue

Undated photoof Bickler School, 11 Street between Sabine and East Avenue
The many Bickler Schools of Augii8761902):

188086 Texas German and English Acadenyahrenburger House 208 W. 14 (still standing)
[1887-91 JacobBickler was superintendent of schools at Galveston]

189296 Texas German and English Acaden@oodman Building 1300 Colorado (still standing)

189397 Texas German and English AcadenTgexas Military Institute1111 W. 11 (still standing)

189497 Bickler Aademy demolished 1968, now Sheraton Hotel site

18971902 Bickler Academy Smith-Bickler House 502 W. 14 (still standing)

Transcribed registers éttp:// www.austintxgensoc.org/records/texagermanand-englishacademy
18761902/.



http://www.austintxgensoc.org/records/texas-german-and-english-academy-1876-1902/
http://www.austintxgensoc.org/records/texas-german-and-english-academy-1876-1902/

Stop5: Hofheintz-Reissig Store600 E. Third Street

Undated photo

Henry Hofheint£18221880) was born in Nassau, Germany, and came to Texas in 1845. He first
acquired 320 acres on the Concho River but was in Austin by 1854. He hauled freight by team and
wagon from Mexico to San Antonio and Austin, and was listed in the 1860 U. 8s @srassteamster.

Historic buildings on this complex include the tatory limestone store and a frame resideringlt for

I SYNEQa 3INI YRAaZ2Y .HeiRRwag Bted as NFroees in A8Y0s eitgidirectories and
operated the store until his deatim 1880. His daughter, Catherine Louise, married Adolph Reissig, and
the property remained in their family until 1966. Reissig continued to operate the grocery store and was
also a tailorHis son, Herman Reissig, and his wife, Eula Lee Petry, livedfrarie house and operated

the grocery from the 1930s to 1952. Herman was also president of the Austin Typographical Union No.
138.Theproperty was designated an RTHL and listed in the NR in 1983.



Stop6: F. Weigl Iron Works100 Red River

Fortunat Weigl (1884.973) was born to a family of ironsmiths in Bad Aibling, Germany, which is in
Bavaria near the Austrian border. He started his apprenticeship at age 14, and his final project at school
in Munich were repousse portraits of Hather, Joseph, and mother, Teresa. In 1913, Fortunat, his wife
Anna Schmidtschneider, and their feand threeyearold sons, sailed on th&.S. Breslatio

Philadelphia before arriving in Galveston. They took the train to Austin, where they were rigdibly
German craftsman, stoneworker Anton Stasswender. By 1922, he established his own ornamental
ironworks and started working with noted Swiss woodcarver Peter Mansbendel. His iron works was at
the corner of Enfield and Exposition in the 1920s, and rdonel 933 to the corner of First and

Colorado, across from the fire tower, before moving to Red River in 1935. The ironworks operated until
MPTTI F2dzNJ @8SEFNE FFGEGSNI C2Nldzyl 61 Qa RSIFOGK®



German heritage sites in Austin and Travis County:

AdamsZiller House
Bertram Store
Bohls House

Dessau Cemetery
Fischer House

Fortress ldme
GerhardSchoch House

GermanAmerican Ladies College

German Free School
Goodman Building
Hannig Building
Johann Jacob Gos

HofheintzReissig Store

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Churbiessau RoadRflugerville est. 1874
3506 West Ave.

KingVon Rosenberg House 1500 Lorrain

Cameron Road, Pflugerville
Lohmans Crossing LohmansCrossing Park, Lakeway
408 W. 14

304 East 44

304 East 44

Oakwood Cemetery

East 11 and Brazos

290 West, Oak Hill

William Pfluger Home 1510 Pfennig Lane, Pflugerville

W. PecanPflugerville
Cameron Road, Pflugerville
9@ yaSt AOlft

Jacob Leser House
Keumpel Home

Mauthe-Myrick Mansion
Elisabet Ney

Elisabet Ney Home
Peter Henry Oberwetter
Old General Land Office
Old Rock Store

Pflugerville

St. John Church

{dd al NIAYQ&
J. P. Schneider Store

SchneidefFlour House & Vaul400 W.2"

1607 San Jacinto

502 W. 14

1111 West 11

201W. 18

710 Congress Ave.
2336 S. Congress Ave.
208 W. 14

100 Red River

4107 Avenue H

Henry and Bertha Ziller Housd. 110 Blanco

The OIld Zimmerman Home 1600 Peyton Gin Road

Scholz Garten
SmithBickler House
Texas Military Institute

Turner Hall/Scotsh Rite Temple

Walter Tips Building
Walter Tips House
Wahrenberger House
F. Weigl Iron \Wrks
WilliamsWeigl House

1306 Guadalupe
1602 Guadalupe
901 Old Hutto Road, Pflugerville
BrueggemansBandbo House 200 E. 31
13300 Dessau Road
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dessau
1008 West Ave.
East Dessau Road
2212 Nueces
1604 E. 11
507 East 10
13" and Colorado
206 E. 8 St.
Oakwood Cemetery
Henry Hirshfeld House/Cottagg03 W. 9' St.

Dessau Road

built 1885

built c. 1868
built 1880
built 1913
built c. 1907
est. 1874
est. 1876
built 1882
built 1850s
built 1887
built 1876
built 1857
built 1890s
built 1877
(18221879

built c. 1875

built c. 1864
built 1916
built 1904
est. 1867
built 1877
(18331907
built 1893
(18301915
built 1856
built 1898
built 1875
est. 1853
est. 1878

built 1873
est. 1860
built 1866
built 1882
built 1870
built 1871
built 187677
built 1876
built 1867
19351977
built c. 1911
built c. 1877
built 1861

RTHL 2009
NR2012
RTHL 2005
RTHL 1981
HTC 2009
1984 marker
RTHL 1982
RTHL 1964
RTHL 1974
NR 2013
RTHL 1962
RTHL 1969
NR1975
1974 marker

RTHL 1962, NR 1973, SAL 2008

RTHL 1983
1974 marker
RTHL 1962
RTHL 2004
RTHL 1987
1985 marker
RTHI1981
1968 marker
RTHL 1962
1977 marker
RTHL 1962, NR 1970
RTHL 1970
RTHL 1985
1976marker
1978 marker

[ ezl K88NJI Y1979 Knddkel K

1974 marker
2009marker

RTHL 1967, NR 1979
NR 1977

RTHL 1962

RTHL 1967

NR 1978RTHL 1980
RTHL 1976

RTHL 1963

1981 marker

RTHL 2002

RTHL 2001

RTHL 1967

/

LJA



Turner Hall,201 W. 18th Street, Scottish Rite Temple

Sanborn map 1885

This building has a history that dates back to 1872, when the Scottish Rite Society built Turner Hall. It
served as a men's club and exercise facility (turném do physical exercises, in German). In 1914, the

Ben Hur Temple bought the building with the intention of building a training center for its members.
Shortly thereafter, the Scottish Rite bodies of Austin decided that they should build a "cathedthE o

site. They bought the Ben Hur Temple for $15,000 and in 1915 the building was dedicated. The building
served to state cultural events with an auditorium seating 800. A handsome pipe organ was installed,
and it served the Shriners of Austin for mamass. The building is unique in that it blends southwest
mission style of architecture with Arabic accents. It is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL).
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